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District Map Advances
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A magistrate judge's plan released Tuesday to re-draw New York's congressional districts would carve up the Brooklyn and Queens seat that Republican Rep. Robert Turner won in an upset after Anthony Weiner resigned in a scandal last year.

State lawmakers are still negotiating how to re-draw the lines themselves, but Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann's plan could take effect if they can't agree soon. While the map is unlikely to result in a major shakeup in the state's congressional delegation, it does make significant changes to some districts that could encourage challengers to incumbents over the course of the next decade. Others incumbents , meanwhile, would end up in safer seats.

Mr. Turner, a former television executive who has been in Congress since September, would be the only real victim under the plan. His Breezy Point home ends up in the heavily Democratic district of Rep. Gregory Meeks. Still, he said he plans to run for re-election.

"The redistricting plan introduced today by the Special Master is just another step in the process," he said in a statement. "I am prepared to run in whatever district I reside in once the final lines are adopted."

The plan put Rep. Gary Ackerman and Rep. Carolyn McCarthy in the same Nassau County district. But Mr. Ackerman immediately said that he would move into a new northeastern Queens district that would be created if the plan is implemented. 

"The new Sixth CD is a fantastic district in Queens where I grew up, went to public school and college, and started my family and my business," Mr. Ackerman said in a statement. "It contains my political base and longtime roots, and I have had the privilege of representing approximately 90% of it during my 34 years in the State Senate and U.S. Congress."

The plan presents some problems for Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries, who is challenging Rep. Edolphus towns in a v-shaped district that currently includes much of Eastern and Central Brooklyn. That district would move south and east, taking in Coney Island and losing areas considered more friendly to Mr. Jeffries in brownstone Brooklyn, including his home.

A panel of three federal judges in Brooklyn put Magistrate Mann in charge of the decennial redistricting process after the state legislature failed to come up with maps on its own. Congressional primaries are set for June 26, and candidates hoping to get on the ballot can start petitioning on March 20. Still, both Democratic Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and a spokesman for Republican Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos said they prefer to see maps drawn by the legislature and are working on a compromise. If they pass a plan and Gov. Andrew Cuomo signs it into law before the court impose its own, it would take precedence but likely be the subject of court battles.

Dominican leaders are one group that might challenge the eventual map. They have been pushing for the creation of a heavily Dominican district stretching from Northern Manhattan, across the Bronx and into the Queens neighborhoods of Jackson Heights and Corona. But it doesn't appear in any of the plans drawn by the Assembly, Senate or Magistrate Mann.

Instead, they all keep longtime Harlem Rep. Charlie Rangel's district largely intact. But the historically black district could be hospitable to a Latino or white candidate in the future. Because of shifting populations, the majority of voters in it under all three plans are Hispanic.
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